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January 1, 2013
Shalom,

My colleagues in Israel and I are very happy to welcome you to our Hebrew language
conference devoted to Loss, Bereavement and Human Resilience in Israeli society. This
conference is the product of the University of Haifa's International Center for Loss,
Bereavement and Human Resilience's focus on broadening Israeli society's understanding
of loss and bereavement. The conference committees include leaders in this field from the
academic and clinical arenas, key personnel in government and non-governmental
agencies, and persons representing lay and professional leadership. In addition to the our
own center's involvement, the Ministry of Social Welfare, the Ministry of Defense's
Bereaved Families and Memorialization division, the Israel Defense Forces, the Health
Ministry, the National Insurance Institute of Israel, Elah Center, Yad Haniktafim, Or
Yehuda College, Yad Lebanim Organization, the Israel Trauma Coalition, the
Organization for IDF Widows and Orphans, Amcha, and the University of Haifa's Multi-
disciplinary Clinical Center have been conference partners. This conference is one of the
fruits of a unique partnership devoted to furthering the appreciation of the challenges and
opportunities faced by bereaved individuals, communities, and Israel's multiethnic

multicultural society.

The conference is designed to benefit two groups of people. Clinicians involved in
service delivery, academics and researchers, healthcare personnel and policy makers, will
find much of interest. In addition, persons with an interest in the field, including those

who have experienced bereavement, will find much of value here as well.

To conclude on a personal note, the International Center for the Study of Loss meets an
important need. Despite decades of active involvement in furthering the theoretical,
applied, clinical and research aspects of the field of loss and bereavement, the
establishment of the center as the first (and currently only) Israeli center devoted to
bereavement and human resilience per se is a very new development. All losses are painful,
and yet, we cope, manage and grow. It is our ability to maintain respect for the bereaved
alongside the memory and love of those who no longer walk the earth with us, that allows
us to go on with the work of living. Your support will help us continue to minimize

suffering and maximize respect for those affected by loss.
With best wishes,

Professor Simon Shimshon Rubin-Conference Chairman and Director of the Center
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